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“The world economy is doubling roughly every twenty years. The world population is doubling every forty to fifty years. The planet that supplies the materials and energy necessary for the functioning of the population and economy is not growing at all .  . . Each successive doubling of the human system causes new stresses and raises new questions, or rather brings two old questions together with new urgency. Question one is How can we provide sufficiency, security, and good lives to all people? (The development question)“The second is How can we live within the rules and boundaries of the biophysical environment? (The sustainability question) 

“With the economy globally linked, the ocean fisheries depleting, the atmosphere changing in composition, open spaces filling in, and much of the human population still living in poverty, these two questions now come together with urgency. How can we and our children live good lives without eroding the health and productivity of the physical planet—and therefore the possibility for future generations to lead good lives?” Donella Meadows 1998

In this opening quotation Donella Meadows, noted systems scientist and authority on sustainable development, captures the essence of the challenge sustainable development presents. I could list many alarming statistics to build a case for environmentally and socially sound development of industrial parks but I do not feel that is necessary. I have worked with industrial developers and policy-makers in the Philippines and Thailand, as well as South Africa. They recognize the damage industry has imposed on their natural resources. I have been in touch with others in China, Indonesia. India, Malaysia, and Sri Lanka who also acknowledge this damage. 

I see that across Asia there is growing awareness of the need to balance industrial development, social development and environmental protection. More and more people are accepting this challenge and finding in it an opportunity to create a new source of competitive advantage. (At the end of this preface I provide two ADB sources available online for anyone who needs more information on the challenges of sustainable development in Asia.)
The Asian Development Bank asked me to prepare this new edition of our Eco-Industrial Park Handbook specifically for developing countries in Asia. The purpose of this publication is to support the many stakeholders in industrial development who seek a sustainable path for industry in this major region: real estate developers, industrial leaders, economic and environmental policy-makers, financiers, leaders of non-governmental organizations, and leaders of communities that host industrial parks and facilities. To serve this purpose, the new Handbook includes an overview of each facet of industrial park development. It includes many Asian examples as well as ones from elsewhere. In each chapter there are sources of print and electronic information to find more information. 

I have made many changes in this EIP Handbook, based on my learning in the last six years from my work with eco-industrial initiatives as well as the experience of my many colleagues in this field. I have revised most chapters extensively and there are several completely new ones (since the 1995 edition for US-EPA). These changes are necessary because this has been a time of rapid change, both in my own understanding and in the state of industrial development and its impacts on nature and society. There are no signs that the pace of change is slowing so you will be able to find updates regularly at www.indigodev.com.

One of the changes that has most impressed me is my perception that the strongest creative force in eco-industrial development seems to be emerging in Asia. I have seen few projects in North America that match the breadth of vision and intention of a number of Asian initiatives. 

These include 

· Japan’s many eco-town, eco-industrial park, and zero emissions projects 

· The eco-industrial initiative of the Industrial Estate Authority of Thailand responsible for 28 estates.

· Eco-industrial projects in Guangzhi, Liaoling, Hebei, Jiangsu provinces of China.

· The PRIME Project in the Philippines.

(See case profiles in Appendix).

Both private and public sector real estate developers are adopting eco-industrial strategies far beyond most of their counterparts in North America. So it is very appropriate that this new EIP Handbook be addressed to developing countries in Asia, where new development practices may set a model for the world in the next decades.  
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